Regular Meeting 
May 2, 2017
7:00 p.m.

The Mayor and City Council of the Town of Amite City, Louisiana came together in regular session this 2nd day of May 2017 at 7:00 p.m.  The meeting was held in the meeting room of City Hall.  Mayor Bel called the meeting to order and asked Ms. Lee for roll call.  The following were present:  Milton “Buddy” Bel, Mayor; Mayor Pro Tem Jonathon Foster; Council Members: Kris Hart, Emanuel Zanders III, and Rose Sumrall.  Absent:  Neil Currier.
Mayor Bel called on Pastor Trey Waldrop of the First Baptist Church to offer the night’s prayer.  

Mayor Bel led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Public Input.

Mayor Bel recognized Carol Brooke, who asked the 2018 Oyster Royalty to introduce themselves.  The following came before the council:  Wendy Carrier, Pageant Director, Petite Queen Ivy Roberts, Little Miss Queen Kenlee Anthony, Jr. Miss Queen Breeanna Thompson, Deb Miss Queen Lauren VanMullen, Teen Miss Queen Ana Claire McKneely, Miss Amite Oyster Queen Kasey Blackwell, Pearl Irene Brumfield and King Tom Ed Brumfield.
Mayor Bel recognized Scott Gay, co-chairman of the Amite Oyster Board, who stated the proposed ordinance will have a negative effect on the festival and the Town of Amite.  He added the Amite Oyster Board is doing the best it can to promote the town.

Mayor Bel recognized Carol Brooke, co-chairman of the Amite Oyster Board, who stated the festival moved downtown five years ago.  The festival has grown each year, with the purpose of bringing people into town, contributing to the sales tax base.  Mrs. Brooke said all events are open to everyone.

Mayor Bel recognized Carla Tate, Tangipahoa Parish Tourism Director, who said she is speaking on behalf of the tourism industry.  Ms. Tate stated the Oyster Festival and other festivals in the parish are huge economic drivers and tourism drivers.  When festivals are held in the downtown areas, the tourism industry sees a huge boon in attendance.  Ms. Tate said the Oyster Festival benefits the Town of Amite, plus the entire parish.

Mayor Bel recognized Pastor Trey Waldrop, Pastor of First Baptist Church.  He stated a downtown festival gives First Baptist Church an opportunity to have an influence.  He stated the community ought to think of more ways to make more people attend the festival, rather than moving it from downtown.

Mayor Bel recognized Heather Howell, President of the Tangipahoa Parish Fair and a business owner, who stated fairs and festivals bring communities together to take a break because citizens work hard for their families, their businesses and their town.  She said the proposed ordinance will take that away from citizens and is just wrong.  Festivals allow citizens to come together to thrive and grow.  She said she expects the directors of her city to grow the Oyster Festival, not harm the community, and that their purpose is to take care of citizens and give back to the community.  She said the proposed ordinance will take away from the community.  She asked the council to do away with the ordinance.

Mayor Bel recognized Kevin Miller of Central Avenue Sports Bar who said Mrs. Howell presented his input exactly.

Mayor Bel recognized Tanya Warren, who said she agreed with Mrs. Howell.

Mayor Bel recognized Kyle Warren, who said from a safety standpoint, it is much easier for police officers to police the festival when it is held downtown.

Mayor Bel recognized Jessica Bankston representing The Boston Restaurant, who said she is not originally from Amite, but has fallen in love with Amite because of the Oyster Festival.  She said she particularly liked the culture of the festival being downtown.

Mayor Bel recognized Samantha Blackwell, who said the downtown area has grown in the last five years because of the Oyster Festival.

Mayor Bel recognized Fire Chief Bruce Cutrer, who asked what happened to the line of communication between the city administration and the public.  Chief Cutrer said he was the chairman of the Oyster Festival for sixteen years.  Chief Cutrer stated the ultimate goal is to promote businesses and everyone should be able to work through this without animosity and hard feelings.

Mr. Hart asked to give a rebuttal.  Mayor Bel said the council can discuss the issue during the council agenda, as this was public input.

Meeting Minutes.

April 4, 2017 Regular Meeting Minutes, April 13, 2017 Special Meeting Minutes, April 18, 2017 Planning and Zoning Meeting Minutes, and April 3, 2017 Arts Council Meeting Minutes.  Mrs. Sumrall moved and Mr. Zanders seconded to accept the above meeting minutes.  Motion carried without opposition.

TREASURER'S REPORT

General Fund

Bal 3-31-17  
 
154,975.16  
Deposits
            398,544.94

                        553,520.10
Cks Drn                       339,887.32
Bal 4-30-17
            213,632.78      

Sales Tax Fund      
Bal 3-31-17
              71,486.47
Deposits
            241,010.71


            312,497.18
Cks Drn
            272,021.89
Bal 4-30-17
              40,475.29
Waterworks Operating Fund

Bal 3-31-17              1,638,963.19
Deposits                      129,387.60
                                 1,768,350.79
Cks Drn                       118,148.25
Bal 4-30-17              1,650,202.54
Water Deposits

Bal 3-31-17
 
 76,222.53
Deposits

   2,215.42


             78,437.95
Cks Drn

   2,355.00
Bal 4-30-17                  76,082.95
Cemetery Maintenance

Bal 3-31-17  

 94,523.19
Deposits

      728.32


             95,251.51
Cks Drn

             -0 
Bal 4-30-17                  95,251.51
Economic Development

Bal 3-31-17                 555,751.02
Deposits                        19,994.43


            575,745.45
Cks Drn
                1,100.00
Bal 4-30-17
            574,645.45
Capital Improvement

Bal 3-31-17  
              94,424.12
Deposits
                     78.02


              94,502.14
Cks Drn
                         -0-
Bal 4-30-17                   94,502.14 
Water Deposit Certificate of Deposit

Bal 3-31-17

   67,843.52
Deposits
                         -0-
Bal 4-30-17

   67,843.52
Prisoner's Fund

Bal 3-31-17                        491.40
Deposits                               64.90
                                           556.30
Cks Drn                               64.00
Bal 4-30-17                        492.30
Police Bond Money

Bal 3-31-17                      12,031.64
Deposits

       9,955.48



     21,987.12
Cks Drn
                 14,175.50      
Bal 4-30-17                        7,811.62
Bond Appearance

Bal 3-31-17                     16,584.71
Deposits                               238.79
                                        16,823.50
Cks Drn

         
           22.00 

Bal 4-30-17                     16,801.50
Drug Assets Fund



Bal 3-31-17                       7,278.81
Deposits                                   6.01
                                          7,284.82
Cks Drn                                    -0- 
Bal 4-30-17                       7,284.82
Arts Council

Bal 3-31-17                     52,880.42
Deposits                                 43.76
                                        52,924.18
Cks Drn                                  73.81
Bal 4-30-17                     52,850.37
Utilities Sinking Fund

Bal 3-31-17                      62,338.61
Deposits                                  51.51
                                         62,390.12
Cks Drn 

                 -0-
Bal 4-30-17                      62,390.12
Utility Depreciation and Contingency Fund

Bal 3-31-17  

     151,137.09
Deposits
                        124.88
                             151,261.97
Cks Drn                                      -0-
Bal 4-30-17

     151,261.97
Utility Revenue Bond Reserve Fund

Bal 3-31-17                     104,434.66
Deposits

             86.29
                                        104,520.95
Cks Drn                                       -0-
Bal 4-30-17                     104,520.95
USDA Sewer Sinking Fund

Bal 3-31-17 

      27,772.31
Deposits
                         22.95



      27,795.26
Cks Drn

                 -0-             
Bal 4-30-17

      27,795.26
USDA Sewer Bond Reserve Fund

Bal 3-31-17 

     114,871.57
Deposits

              94.92



     114,966.49
Cks Drn

                -0-
Bal 4-30-17                      114,966.49
UDSA Sewer Deprec & Contingency               

Bal 3-31-17                        28,549.80
Deposits                                    23.59
                                           28,573.39
Cks Drn                                         -0-
Bal 4-30-17                        28,573.39
USDA Sewer Short Lived Assets

Bal 3-31-17                        92,454.90
Deposits                                    76.40
                                           92,531.30
Cks Drn                                        -0-                                       

Bal 4-30-17                        92,531.30
USDA Water Short-Lived Assets
Bal 3-31-17

     123,579.81
Deposits

            102.11
                                         123,681.92
Cks Drn                                        -0-
Bal 4-30-17                      123,681.92
USDA Water Depreciation Fund

Bal 3-31-17

       19,666.96   

Deposits
  
              16.26



       19,683.22
Cks Drn

                 -0-
Bal 4-30-17                        19,683.22
USDA Water Debt Service

Bal 3-31-17
                   82,168.30
Deposits

              67.90     
                                           82,236.20
Cks Drn

           
  -0-
Bal 4-30-17         
       82,236.20
USDA Water Sinking 

Bal 3-31-17                        58,236.32
Deposits                                    48.12
                                           58,284.44
Cks Drn                                        -0-
Bal 4-30-17                        58,284.44
Water Bills Past Due: 

March 31, 2017 - $12,649.06
April 30, 2017 - $14,057.44
Mrs. Sumrall moved and Mr. Hart seconded to accept the Treasurer's Report.  Motion carried without opposition.  
Mayor Bel:  Introduce Amended Budget FYE 06/30/2017.

Mayor Bel introduced the amended budget FYE 06/30/17:

TOWN OF AMITE CITY

BUDGET SUMMARY OF GENERAL AND SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS

Proposed Amended Budget for year ending June 30, 2017
	
	GENERAL FUND
	SPECIAL REVENUE FUND
	TOTAL

	
	
	
	

	Beginning Fund Balance
	 103,704
	$1,229,808
	$1,333,512

	Estimated Revenues
	1,446,189
	3,082,915
	4,529,104

	Estimated Funds Available
	$1,549,893
	$4,312,723
	$5,862,616

	Estimated Expenditures
	
	
	

	   Salaries
	$1,764,746
	0
	$1,764,746

	   Payroll tax/employee benefits
	748,000
	0
	748,000

	     Total Personnel cost
	$2,512,746
	0
	$2,512,746

	Other Operating Cost
	$1,933,220
	$221,895
	$2,155,115

	   Total Expenditures
	$4,445,966
	$221,895
	$4,667,861

	Excess Revenues (expenditures)
	(2,896,073)
	$4,090,828
	$1,194,755

	Transfers in
	$2,925,000
	$352,000
	$3,277,000

	Transfers out
	($25,000)
	($3,252,000)
	($3,277,000)

	Excess estimated revenues over estimated expenditures
	$3,927
	$1,190,828
	$1,194,755


Mayor Bel:  Introduce Proposed Budget FYE 06/30/2018.

Mayor Bel introduced the proposed budget FYE 06/30/2018:

TOWN OF AMITE CITY

BUDGET SUMMARY OF GENERAL AND SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS

Proposed Budget for year ending June 30, 2018

	
	GENERAL FUND
	SPECIAL REVENUE FUND
	TOTAL

	
	
	
	

	Beginning Fund Balance
	3,927
	$1,190,989
	$1,194,916

	Estimated Revenues
	1,398,275
	3,170,457
	4,568,732

	Estimated Funds Available
	$1,402,202
	$4,361,446
	$5,763,648

	Estimated Expenditures
	
	
	

	   Salaries
	$1,726,576
	0
	$1,726,576

	   Payroll tax/employee benefits
	748,000
	0
	748,000

	     Total Personnel cost
	$2,474,576
	0
	$2,474,576

	Other Operating Cost
	$1,896,450
	$181,580
	$2,078,030

	   Total Expenditures
	$4,371,026
	$181,580
	$4,552,606

	Excess Revenues (expenditures)
	(2,968,824)
	$4,179,866
	$1,211,042

	Transfers in
	$3,025,000
	$303,238
	$3,328,238

	Transfers out
	($25,000)
	($3,303,238)
	($3,328,238)

	Excess estimated revenues over estimated expenditures
	$31,176
	$1,179,866
	$1,211,042


Mayor Pro-tem Foster:  Introduce Ordinance – No Festivals Downtown.
Mr. Foster said he has been in Amite 64 years and he heard the mayor said he wouldn’t be here tonight.  He then told the mayor he doesn’t run from anything.  He stated he is a Vietnam vet and he can stand up to whatever or whoever.  Mr. Foster asked about diversity with the Oyster Festival.  Several members of the audience made comments and Mayor Bel asked the chief to remove a member of the audience.  
Mr. Foster, Mr. Zanders and Mr. Hart left the dais.  Members of the audience and the three councilmembers entered into heated arguments.  The three councilmen left the meeting room.
Mayor Bel noted a quorum was not present.  City Attorney Chuck Reid told Mrs. Sumrall and Mayor Bel the meeting could be continued to a later date or adjourned.

Mayor Bel said no further action could be taken.  Mayor Bel adjourned the meeting. 
Attest:
__________________________                               
________________________

Milton “Buddy” Bel, Mayor



Mary Lou Lee, City Clerk
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